PANAMA CITY BALLET
DANCER CONTRACT
RULES AND REGULATIONS 2026

The mission of Panama City Ballet, Inc. is to produce the holiday classical ballet The Nutcracker, while
maintaining the highest quality of artistic vision utilizing local community talent and to give back to the
community through the performances and outreach. The result is a collective effort of all participants. To
accomplish this mandate, it is critical that all participants understand just what is required of the dancers in this
“dance company” atmosphere. Dancers must approach their preparation and execution of rehearsals and
performances with an attitude that reflects the qualities of hard work, dedication, punctuality, and respect for the
directors, rehearsal assistants, the costume mistress, the artistic consultants, the choreography, other dancers, the
volunteer leadership of Panama City Ballet, other volunteers, and the overall good of Panama City Ballet’s
Nutcracker. Our community Nutcracker is committed to presenting the highest quality production. In turn, each
cast member must be equally committed to Panama City Ballet’s Nutcracker. You are auditioning to participate
in The Nutcracker — NOT for a specific role. Please DO NOT audition if you are unwilling to accept the role
you are given AND to attend all rehearsals and performances. You should consider yourself part of Panama City
Ballet’s Nutcracker “company”. It is a privilege to be a part of this wonderful holiday tradition!

Casting Call will be held at Tonie’s Dance Workshop
Located at: 2342 Stanford Rd. Panama City, FL 32405
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9th, 2026
12:00pm — Doors open for first group check in
1:00 — 2:00 — Ages 5-7
2:15-3:15 - Ages 8-10
3:30 —4:30 — Ages 11-13

4:45 —5:45 — Ages 14+

***Parent meetings will be held DURING the dancer’s casting call time. All production information
will be reviewed during the meetings.
Contracts must be completed and signed and production fees must be paid
before leaving the casting call site.

Casting Call Day Details & Information

e Advance registration online is required. Your registration is not complete until the $35 casting call
fee per dancer is paid online. Panama City Ballet reserves the right to limit onsite registrations.
The casting call fee is not refundable.

e Dancers should audition with their appropriate age group and will be cast in the appropriate role at the
discretion of the Executive/Artistic Director who reserves the right to make all final casting
decisions. Minimum requirements for consideration are outlined below.

o Casting call might last longer than the time allocated so please feel free to bring a snack and/or water.
*No food or drink is allowed in the studio! Food is only allowed in designated areas.

e The casting calls are closed and may not be observed by parents or the general public. There will be a
meeting for parents during the casting call to review all information and obligations and to ask any
questions concerning The Nutcracker.

e There will be merchandise for sale for our 2026 Community Nutcracker at the Casting Call!



FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS
Casting Call Fees: A $35 non-refundable Casting Call Fee will be due at registration.

Production Fees: Ages 5-7 - $215
Ages 8-10 - $245
Ages 11-13 - $290
Ages 14+ - $315

Dancers subject to move according to skill level. Some may be cast as understudies or in multiple roles and some roles may be double cast.

Sponsor A Dancer - Every child deserves the chance to shine, to feel the joy of performing, and to be part
of something magical. The Nutcracker is more than a ballet — it’s a cherished tradition, a creative journey, and
for many young dancers, the beginning of a lifelong passion for the arts.

Some of our talented cast members are in need of sponsorship to cover their production fees. With a business's
support, they can lift the financial burden from a dancer’s family and open the door to an unforgettable, life-
changing experience.

As a sponsor, their generosity will be recognized in our beautifully printed souvenir program, and they will receive
a tax acknowledgment letter from our 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Their gift helps more than a performance come to life — it helps a dream take center stage.

Fees Cover — Choreography, Rehearsals (12+ hours), Costume Rental, Costume Alterations, Costume
Cleaning, Rental of the backdrops, Rental of Venue, Cleaning of Venue, Athletic Trainer supplies, Warm-Up
Class for Advanced dancers prior to performances, one pair of ballet shoes & 2 pairs of tights! (The 1% pair will
be given the week prior to pictures scheduled for October 18, 2026, & the 2" pair will be given Dec 6 upon
arrival at the theatre.)

Cast Party: Our Cast Party will be held after the Saturday matinee performance on Dec. 12", at Hotel Indigo
during the Panama City Christmas Boat Parade. This party is sponsored by generous donors to cover the venue,
but we also need donations to help with the food with the suggested donation of $10 per cast member. Please note
that our performance is one hour earlier this year so that we can all get to the hotel and find parking! There will
be all sorts of food served (please add food allergies to your Medical Release form).

Volunteer Hours: Due to the enormous task of producing The Nutcracker, parents/guardians are expected to
volunteer a minimum of four hours of their time. There will be ample opportunities to satisfy this requirement
and many duties to choose from. Please sign up for one or more of these on the dancer’s Registration Form.

Minimum Requirements

e All dancers, parents, and guardians must review our Rules and Regulations before registering.

e All dancers must be 5 years old by September 1, 2026. Proof of age is required for 5-year-olds only.

o Casting Call attire for female dancers: solid leotard, pink tights, ballet shoes (and pointe shoes if
applicable) and hair confined appropriately (secured in a bun - no claw clips, pull through ponytails, hair
bows, flowers, sparkles or other hair accessories).

o (Casting call attire for male dancers: black tights/fitted pants or black athletic shorts, a solid t-shirt and
ballet shoes.

e Dancers auditioning on pointe must show proficiency on pointe.

o Dancers under 18 years of age must have a parent/guardian present at the day of the casting call on
Sunday, August 9%, to sign the contract and pay production fees and cast party suggested $10 donation
(held on Saturday, December 12th).



REHEARSALS

Once roles are cast, the ballet will be set Aug 14-16 & Aug 21-23, and then there are approximately twelve (12)
rehearsals before performance week. Each rehearsal is crucial to the success of the performances. As a
result, attendance is mandatory. Understudies are required to be at every rehearsal for that part. Exceptions will
be made only for illness or with prior approval from the Executive/Artistic Director sent via email. Please do
NOT give this information verbally, we need to have this information in writing for our records.

*** ARRIVE AT LEAST 15 minutes early to sufficiently warm up and have the proper attire requested
by the Executive/Artistic Director. This is VERY important that you arrive early enough to prepare for rehearsal
to avoid injury. We MUST start on time to be able to finish ON time! Concentrate on the choreography and do
not converse with other dancers during rehearsal. Be open to suggestions, criticism, and change. Your hair
should be securely fastened in a bun away from the face so as not to distract and take time away from
rehearsal (NO claw clips or pull through ponytails — if hair constantly falls out it takes time away from
rehearsal). Dance attire should reflect a respect for the art form, and your mind should be in the mode of
concentration and work. We WILL periodically have our photographer/videographer and/or media stop in to our
rehearsals for interviews and we need to always be properly groomed! We are a nonprofit organization, and many
people want to see our progress as we prepare for our performances. Approach your rehearsal as you would a job
or school.

Rehearsal Requirements

o Mandatory attendance is required for the setting of the ballet the 2 weekends following the casting
call. Dancers will only be required to be there for the choreography of the part they are cast.
Aug 14-16 — Location Studio A
Aug 22-24 — Location Panama City Dance Academy (PCDA)

e Mandatory weekly rehearsals are held on Sundays at locations to be announced.

o Costume Fitting schedule will be announced prior to the casting call and posted online. They will be
held during or close to the dancer’s scheduled choreography time.

o Regular Sunday rehearsals start the weekend BEFORE Labor Day beginning Sunday, Aug 30.

o There are NO rehearsals Labor Day weekend (Sunday, Sept 6™) or the week of Thanksgiving (Sunday,
Nov 29™). However, the artistic directors or choreographers may schedule additional rehearsals as
needed. *Please note that Beach Home for the Holidays will be Friday and Saturday November 27" &
28™ of Thanksgiving weekend.

e ALL understudies must attend the rehearsals for those roles.

e There will be NO excused absences after November 22, 2026.

e Only 3 excused absences will be allowed with written submission emailed at least #wo weeks prior to
the requested absence. Please send the email request to
absencerequest.panamacityballet@gmail.com with the subject “Request for Excused
Absence for (name of the dancer and date)”. Competition dancers do NOT get extra absences.

o Dancers must wear ballet attire to all rehearsals. Dancers who are not appropriately attired will be sent
out of rehearsal. If they are unable to return to their rehearsal in the appropriate attire, this will be
considered one of their excused absences. Appropriate attire is as follows:

Ballet - Females — solid leotard, pink tights, appropriate shoes, skirts acceptable ~ with hair
secured into a bun — NO claw clips or pull through ponytails (if hair constantly falls out it takes
time away from rehearsal!)

Males — Black tights/fitted pants or black athletic shorts, solid color t-shirt, appropriate shoes

e Please be courteous to all dancers. We are collaborating to bring a holiday classic to our community.
e Follow the rules for the studio where we are rehearsing.
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If a dancer is found leaving garbage and/or food behind at rehearsal, the dancer will be fined $25. It is not
right that our volunteers have to stay later to pick up after the dancers. If the dancer cannot pay the fine,
they can stay later the following rehearsal to help pick up.

Dismissals due to Absences: After the dancer’s first and second absence, a warning will be issued by the
director via email and phone following that rehearsal to inform the parent/guardian. After the dancer’s third
absence, a meeting may be scheduled with the dancer’s parent/guardian to discuss the future of the dancer in the
production. The ultimate responsibility for attendance lies with each dancer and their parent/guardian. If you
cannot commit totally to the rehearsal schedule, you cannot be a cast member. Schedules will be posted onsite at
the casting call as well as online (www.panamacityballet.com/auditions-rehearsals, Private Facebook Group, and
Band) and at the time roles are cast. A picture of your schedule or a copy should be taken before you leave the
casting call venue. You are responsible for knowing when and where you are having rehearsal and to be there.

Sickness Policy: The safety and health of our dancers, directors, and volunteers are our utmost priority. Our
community Nutcracker will monitor public health guidelines. We reserve the right to change any of these policies
at any time.

o Ifadancer is symptomatic (fever, cough, chills, body aches, loss of taste/smell, etc.), he/she should
contact the director/contact person immediately via phone and email [with the subject “Rehearsal
Absence Due to Illness for (name of the dancer and date)”’] to panamacityballetinc@gmail.com
along with a copy of the doctor’s excuse]| and stay home. Do not come to rehearsal. This will be one
of their excused absences and they are allowed 3 excused absences.

e Ifadancer is sick during the week of performances, we will have the understudy/double cast member
perform that role.

Dismissals due to Injury: Injuries are taken very seriously by Panama City Ballet. If a dancer is injured,
you must contact the Executive/Artistic Director, Rehearsal Assistant, or the Athletic Trainer immediately to
discuss the extent of the injury and whether the dancer may continue in the cast. Please take full advantage of our
Athletic Trainer, Robin Harr, if you have any injuries. This is why she is a vital part of our organization!
[(334)372-3866] Understudies/double cast members will step into the role during rehearsals in this unfortunate
event. Safe recovery from the injury for the dancer and the best interests of the production will be the key concerns
when this determination is made. Dismissals due to injury are at the discretion of the Executive/Artistic Director
in charge of the injured dancer’s role. Unfortunately, these problems do arise, and we must all be prepared to face
them.

Preparation: Nutcracker cast members are required to continue their regular ballet classes at their own
studios throughout the week to continue to improve their ballet technique.

PROFESSIONALISM

As a cast member you should display a professional working attitude towards rehearsals, preparations for
performances, and to all other dancers. Group energy must be maintained — a positive atmosphere promotes
growth. Our community Nutcracker is a family. Each individual within the cast should contribute to the group
as a whole.

Other Dancers: Avoid personal conflict with other dancers, avoid cliques, and make every effort to get to
know all cast members. Be concerned with YOUR role(s), and let the choreographer worry about the other
dancers. Be concerned with your own abilities, and do NOT criticize others — HELP them! Above all, maintain
the primary goal of working for the best possible performance by working up to your potential. Older dancers
are encouraged to serve as mentors to younger dancers. We want all Panama City Ballet Nutcracker dancers to
find satisfaction and joy in their work; however, this is not a “recreational experience”. Treat the
rehearsal/performance process as professionally as possible and demonstrate respect towards the process, the
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other dancers, the directors, the costume mistress, the artistic consultants, the board members, and volunteer staff
that provide for our production needs.

Bullying: Bullying of any type, in any shape, form or fashion, will NOT be tolerated! If you do not have
something nice to say to someone or about someone do not say anything at all. There will be no intimidating and
no derogatory language, and unsupportive behaviors will not be tolerated. There will be no pushing, elbowing or
shoving. Creating drama of any type adds undue stress to all members of the cast and actions such as these,
whether verbal or physical, cause undue stress to everyone around them and it is not a healthy atmosphere for
anyone to work in. If any of the above actions are witnessed, the dancer will be issued a formal written warning
along with an email from the Executive Director to explain to the parent/guardian what has transpired. If the
dancer continues down this path to warrant another formal written warning, a meeting will be called with the
Executive Director, board members, the dancer and the parent/guardian to discuss the future of the dancer in the
production.

Social Media Policy: Panama City Ballet is aware of the dangers that social media sites, such as Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat and TikTok can have on the social and emotional well-being of children and
teenagers when used inappropriately — from cyber-bullying to attaching their names/faces to situations that could
compromise their future. Individuals who put things on such social media sites are releasing that information to
the public. It is not private despite having access to privacy settings. Once they are released to the internet, it can
never be taken away. Panama City Ballet is advising dancers using social media sites to post comments, tweets,
status updates and/or pictures of themselves and others in situations that reflect negatively on our community
Nutcracker as well as on themselves will call for disciplinary action that may include dismissal.

Samples of social media abuse that will not be tolerated include, but are not limited to:

* Posting pictures/video/text that contain language that is abusive, threatening, and demeaning that is targeted to
another person(s). These will be considered as “cyber-bullying”.

* Posting pictures/video/text of themselves or others that engage in, endorse, celebrate, or encourage illegal
under-age drinking, smoking, tobacco use, illicit drugs, marijuana use, etc.

* Posting pictures/video/text that are malicious, slanderous and purposefully target the production, any dance
studio, dance teachers, or fellow dancers in a negative way.

* Re-tweeting, Sharing or Liking will be considered the same as the original posts.

COMMUNICATIONS

Because our cast is made up of dancers from many studios, effective communication is key. Our community
Nutcracker uses the Band app along with a private Facebook group for our 2026 cast to send out the most up to
date information for everyone. We realize that some do not use Facebook which is why we also use the Band app.
Please note that we will be posting videos of choreography for each part in the private Facebook group as well
as supplying a private link to the video on YouTube in the Band app so that the dancers will be able to practice
during the week to be ready for the next rehearsal.

Dancers and parents/guardians must provide a valid email address which should be monitored for
communications from Panama City Ballet. Dancers under the age of 18 must provide an email address for a parent
or responsible adult for this purpose. Changes in email addresses should be communicated to Panama City Ballet
as soon as possible. Email addresses and personal information will only be used for communications regarding
Panama City Ballet’s Nutcracker and will not be sold or distributed to any third party. Our community Nutcracker
is committed to your privacy. The most up-to-date Privacy Policy can be found on our website.

Panama City Ballet’s directors and volunteers might also use messaging/texting to get in touch with cast members
and their parents/guardians regarding matters that might need immediate attention.



PERFORMANCES

Be aware of your call times and adhere to them. Call time is generally 2 hours prior to performance for advanced
dancers for warm-up and 1 hour or less prior to performance for the younger dancers. Hair and stage make-up
should be completed before arriving for your call time. Be sure you have all parts of your costume(s), including
the correct tights and shoes upon your arrival. Visible body art and body piercings (unless required for your role)
should be completely covered with make-up or flesh-colored bandages that are not visible to the audience.

Outreach Performances: We will be performing excerpts of The Nutcracker at several community events
along with school lecture demonstrations, Barnes & Noble, Books-a-Million, Home Depot, Holly Fair, Festival
of Trees, Panama City and Lynn Haven’s Christmas parade, the Sugar Plum Fairy Tea Party, and Beach Home
for the Holidays. Dancers will be required to attend at least one of these. The schedule will be available before
rehearsals begin. Some outreach performances could be added as we get closer to our public performances, but
we will reach out to dancers to confirm their availability. While most outreach performances will only involve
the more advanced dancers in featured roles, we would love to have many dancers volunteer to be in attendance
at all of the outreach performances. We will contact the cast and have a sign up sheet as we get closer to these
dates.

*Dancers will receive community service hours through Panama City Ballet for all outreach performances and
appearances. Please submit a request via email (panamacityballetinc@gmail.com) for a service letter from the
Executive Director.

Venue: All technical rehearsals and performances will occur at the Helen Blackburn Arnold Auditorium located
at Arnold High School in Panama City Beach, FL. The facility should be treated with respect and its rules and
regulations followed because they are a part of the rules and regulations of Panama City Ballet’s Nutcracker.

All performers are required to leave their area clean and dispose of any trash in the appropriate containers. If a
dancer is found leaving garbage and/or food behind at the theater, the dancer will be fined $25. It is not right that
our volunteers have to stay later to pick up after the dancers. If the dancer cannot pay the fine, they can stay later
the following day to help pick up. If this happens on Sunday, December 14, then the fine must be paid.

ALL COSTUMES MUST BE HUNG PROPERLY! If costumes are found on the floor, the dancer

will be fined $25. If the dancer cannot pay the fine, they can stay after rehearsal or performance and help with
organizing for the next day and/or help with costumes. Unless this happens on Sunday, December 14, then the
fine must be paid.

**#*During pictures, outreach and performances dancers must NOT touch other dancer’s costumes and/or props.
Each dancer is responsible for their own costume with accessories and props.

THERE IS NO EATING OR DRINKING IN COSTUME! Only water can be consumed while

in costume. If a dancer is found eating or drinking in costume, the dancer will be fined $25. If the dancer cannot
pay the fine, they can stay and help with organizing for the next day and/or show up early the next day to help
prepare for rehearsal/performance. If this happens on Sunday, December 14™, then the fine must be paid.

***No self-tanning (lotions or spray tans) prior to pictures or performances! These chemicals not only stain
the costumes and do NOT come out, but they deteriorate and destroy the fabric. If a dancer fails to adhere to this,
they will be charged for the replacement of the costume(s).

Casting Announcements for All Dancers will be sent to each studio owner via email
and posted in our private Facebook group and in the Band app. We have decided NOT
to post this on our website because we do not feel that it needs to be public information.

The safety and security of the dancers are of the utmost importance.
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If a role is double cast, it will be announced with casting by noon August 12th. Dancers in roles
that are double cast will be informed of their performance schedule before tickets go on sale.
*Please note that some roles could be double cast at a later date. If you have any concerns or
questions about this year’s casting call, please email panamacityballetinc@gmail.com for more
information.

We are excited for our 4™ annual production and cannot wait to see you at the Casting Call!

Performance Week TENTATIVE Schedule —
Times Subject to Change - Attendance is Mandatory!

MANDATORY Tech Rehearsals are IN THE THEATRE:

e Dec. 6 ActI & Act Il — tech & spacing NO costumes & NO makeup

1pm — Mandatory Parent Meeting

1:45 - Opening Act II

3:00 - Battle Scene

4:15 - Act IT Divertissement & Finale

5:30 - Party Scene
e Dec. 7" ActI & Act II — Full Dress Rehearsal NO makeup

Call 4pm — Party Scene, Snow, Waltz & Variations

Call 4:15 — Mice & Soldiers

4:30 — Full Run Through Act I

Call 5:15 — Angels, Cake Bearers, Trumpeteers & Gingerettes

5:45 - Full Run Through Act II

e Dec 8" Act I & II — Full Dress Rehearsal WITH makeup
Call 4pm — Party Scene, Snow, Waltz & Variations
Call 4:15 — Mice & Soldiers
4:30 - Full Run Through Act I
Call 5:15 — Angels, Cake Bearers, Trumpeteers & Gingerettes
5:45 - Full Run Through Act I1

e Dec 9" ActI & II - (FULL MAKEUP IN COSTUME w/ the Orchestra!)
Call 4:30 Snow, Waltz & Variations
Call 5pm - Party Scene
Call 5:30 - Mice
Call 6:00 - Candy Canes, Trumpeteers, Cake Bearers
6pm - RUN COMPLETE BALLET



Performances at are Dec. 10-14

e Thursday, Dec 10™ 6pm — Special Invited Audience Performance!!!
Closed to the Public

Call 4:30 Snow, Waltz & Variations

Call 5pm - Party Scene

Call 5:30 - Mice
Call 6:00 - Candy Canes, Trumpeteers, Cake Bearers

6pm - PERFORMANCE
e Friday, Dec. 11th
*There will be NO Angels, Cake Bearers or Trumpeteers in the School Shows.
Call 8am - Snow, Waltz & Variations
Call 8:45am - Party Scene
Call 9am — Mice & Soldiers
Call 9:15am - Candy Canes & Gingerettes
9:45am — School Show Performance!
11am — School Show Performance!
Call 5:30 Snow, Waltz & Variations
Call 6pm - Party Scene
Call 6:30 - Mice
Call 6:45 - Candy Canes, Trumpeteers, Cake Bearers & Gingerettes
7:00pm — Public Performance
e Saturday, Dec. 12
Call 11am - Snow, Waltz & Variations
Call 12pm - Party Scene
Call 12:30pm — Mice & Soldiers
Call 12:45pm - Candy Canes, Cake Bearers, Trumpeteers & Gingerettes
1:00pm — Public Performance
e Sunday, Dec. 13
Call 12noon - Snow, Waltz & Variations
Call 1pm - Party Scene
Call 1:30pm — Mice & Soldiers
Call 1:45pm - Candy Canes, Cake Bearers, Trumpeteers & Gingerettes

2:00pm — Public Performance



RULES AND REGULATIONS

DANCER CONTRACT 2026
Dancer’s name Dancer’s Age Parent/Guardian
Address City State Zip
Contact Phone Email Address
DOB Academic Grade Academic School

Dance Studio

Military Branch

(Active or Retired - circle one) Food Allergies

| have read, understand, and agree to

the enclosed dancer contract, rules and regulations for Panama City Ballet’s Nutcracker 2026.

Signature Date



